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CHOOSE YOUR TEAM 
Please choose a team to work with.  You will work in groups of two or three, and you will work in this team 
for the duration of the term.  
 
 
CHOOSE YOUR SITE  
The following are suggested sites (refer to map), you are not limited to these if you prefer to look at another 
area please propose it!  The area you choose should be under utilized and have the potential for some form 
of intensification or development. 
1. Ferrymead (big box development along the estuary, major service area for Summner and Porthills) 
2. Linwood Ave (underprivileged area, high crime and poverty) 
3. Tower Junction (big box retail, railway station, proximity to Hagley Park and Addington) 
4. Airport (IT hub / growing industrial park, aerotropolis) 
5. Halswell (green field site surrounded by future development of 80,000 homes) 

 
 
SITE INVESTIGATION 
To start the term you will learn as much as you can about your area. Your investigations should include the 
following at a minimum: 
- Demographics (Who lives there? Who works there? etc) 
- Built fabric (housing, commercial, social services, etc) 
- Open spaces (public, private, uses) 
- Transport (parking area, public transport, streets) 
- Effect of the earthquakes (vacant sites, change in demographics) 
- Proposed or past masterplans 
- other? 
 
You should be able to answer the following questions: 
- What characteristics make the area unique? 
- What inherent assets or potentials exist that could lend to an argument for a design proposition? 
- What would be a valuable development in the area relative to greater Christchurch? 
 
 
PREVIOUS FUTURE CHRISTCHURCH PROJECTS FOR REFERENCE 
- Microurbanism (http://www.scribd.com/doc/154793991/Micro-Urbanism) 
- Economic Hubs (http://www.scribd.com/doc/74296774/Economics) 
- Patterns: Rural Urbanism (http://www.scribd.com/doc/74305540/Patterns-AM) 
- Dencity (http://www.scribd.com/doc/74294821/Den-City) 
- Towards an Efficient Economy (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hQPc67VnKA) 
 
 
SUBMISSION 
Please email Kelvin and I a single A3 PDF from your team on Friday 09.08, you have a grace period to 
hand in work until Sunday 11.08, but I encourage you to finish for Friday. Please include:  
- Diagrams explaining your site investigations (maps, graphs, images, etc) 
- Indicate the boundary for your proposed development 
- Include a map of your area in the greater context, highlight contextual influences. 
- From your diagrams you need to draw out conclusions, what did you ‘discover’ about your site? 
- Indicate possible directions for your design project. 
 
 
 
**NOTE**  
If you have not already attended an introduction and safety workshop with Franca Bertani be sure to 
arrange one for yourself this week. 
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Ferrymead is a service area for the Porthills and Sumner located along the estuary.  The area was heavily 
damaged in the earthquakes.  What remains are empty lots, low grade commercial developments, large 
warehouses and big box shoping.  It is a mixed bag of urban confusion in need of fresh thinking about how to 
draw on its many assets.

Linwood Avenue runs through a depressed area of the city, with raising crime rates and home to many of the 
under privaledged. It has been neglected and with some careful urban interventions it could improve the quality of 
life and wellbeing for the local community.

Tower Junction is an island of big box retail that is in close proximity to Addington (a growing commercial centre) 
and Hagley park.  The train station for passagners going to the north or west coast is also located here, yet it is in 
need of being better connected in order to have a stronger presence in the area.

Christchurch Airport has been a growing hub for IT and other office park like development, it lacks planning and 
character but is vital to the export of goods.  This is an interesting case study as many cities in the world have 
become part of a network of airport hubs, often refered to as Aerotropolis.

Hallswell is the centre for an area surrounded by green field sites designated for the development of 80,000 
homes. The town centre is currently planned to be yet another shopping mall.  This project will look at the design 
of a new suburban village.


