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Christchurch is at a very unique crossroads where, in the wake of the recent earthquakes, it 
will rebuild large parts of the city.  This is a pivotal time in its history, as the decisions of what 
to build where and when will come to define the city.  Recognizing that the resources for 
reconstruction are limited, it is critical to think strategically about what types of construction 
could attract further investment, as some projects are more likely to act as catalysts for 
growth then others.  It will be the aim of this group of thesis students to research the 
economic and political undercurrents of the city and to propose environmentally responsible 
architectural and urban schemes that attract further development and bring life back to the 
city. 
 
importance of now 
This year Christchurch will transition from a city undergoing massive demolition into a city 
under construction, for this reason it is a critical time to participate in the discourse shaping 
the future city.  The framework for the rebuild was established when the Canterbury 
Emergency Recovery Authority (CERA) released the Recovery Plan in July 2012.  The 
student’s proposal should be positioned within the context of this political proposition; this 
can be done either through a critique or by further developing one of the suggested 
strategies.   
 
choosing topics 
To set the thesis topics we will visit Christchurch as a group for an intensive workshop.  The 
purpose is two fold, first for the group to gain an overview and develop a broad 
understanding of the current situation.  With the essential base knowledge in mind, we will 
discuss and chose topics that are relevant in the current context.  Students are encouraged 
to bring their personal interests to the discussion as well as build up on previous research. 
The underlying ambition for all the projects is to choose topics that lend to the discourse 
shaping the city as it moves into the initial phases of rebuilding.  The outcome of the 
workshop will be to choose your teams (of 3-4 students) and define your topics both as a 
team and your specific topic within the team.  While each student will deliver a personal 
thesis the team will work together to deliver a complete project, so in someway the team’s 
projects should support one another.  For an example of how this can work refer to the 
Future Christchurch thesis projects on Economies: Link to Video of Future Christchurch 
Group Presentation 
 
Possible thesis topics: 
21st Century Housing 
Transportation and Land Use 
Mixed Use Development and Densification 
CCDU Anchor projects, their viability and alternative proposals 
Event Architecture (possibly in collaboration with the next Luxcity) 
Transitional Architecture & DIY Urbanism 
Green Frame & landscape urbanism 
Innovation & Education 
Other? 
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engage 
You will be encouraged to support your thesis through investigative research, similar to a 
journalist who is sourcing background material for a reportage.  This will require reaching out 
to various bodies be it businesses, government offices, or even other academic institutions.   
To do this you may elect to choose a ‘client’ who you then collaborate with to develop a 
project, we can assist you to find the appropriate contacts to support your thesis. 
Alternatively you can work with established institutions to develop cross disciplinary 
collaborations.  The following institutions are open to establishing project based 
collaborations:  
Lincoln University School of Landscape Architecture 
University of Canterbury: Department of Theatre and Film,  Hit Lab, Department of Civil and 
Natural Resources Engineering 
 
We will go as a group to Christchurch for workshops four times over the course of the year.  
During this time we will consult local bodies to develop your thesis projects.  
 
research & design 
There will be two mutually supporting components to the work, first a body of research and 
second a design.  The research is meant to set the stage and situate the thesis proposal 
within the current political and economic context.  The design is a fully developed urban 
and/or architectural proposition.   
 
Co-Supervision: David Sheppard, Chris Barton and Camia Young 
There will be three thesis advisors for this group: 
David Sheppard: (4 workshops in Christchurch + midterm and end of year reviews) 
David will be with us in Christchurch for four workshops.  He will advise and guide the 
projects so they are politically relevant and well situated in the Christchurch context. 
 
Chris Barton: (2x month + midterm and end of year reviews) 
Chris has a combined background as a journalist and is a trained architect and brings with 
him a wealth of knowledge and resources to support the topics.  He will support the students 
by providing regular feedback towards the construction of the theses argumentation and 
structure. 
 
Camia Young: (weekly + midterm and end of year reviews) 
Camia is responsible for overall coordination and will meet with the students weekly to 
discuss and develop the projects. Camia will also support the students to prepare a strong 
design proposal. 
 
Students participating in this group will have a range of knowledge and support to draw on.  
Together we share a common goal, which is to pro-actively engage in the political discourse 
shaping the future of Christchurch by providing informed and relevant proposals.   
 
contact 
If you have any questions or are interested please contact Camia via email: 
camia@young.net 
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advisor’s bios 
 
 
David Sheppard (Adjunct Professor) graduated from the University of Auckland with a BArch. (Hons) in 1965. He 
received a post graduate scholarship together with a Fullbright Travel Grant to study at the University of 
Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. After graduating in 1967 he remained in Philadelphia and worked with Wallace 
McHarg Roberts and Todd Architects Planners and Landscape Architects. In 1968 he joined BSD Inc., Architects 
and Planners, in Washington DC. In 1969 he transferred to its head office in San Francisco and set up its urban 
design section. In 1971 he helped establish its London office and was responsible for a range of projects in the 
United Kingdom, Europe, and the Middle East. 
 
In 1975 David Sheppard returned to New Zealand to head the Rolleston New Town Project near Christchurch. This 
was followed by the preparation of the Canterbury Indicative Plan in 1976, which established the future urban 
settlement pattern for the region. Throughout the 1970’s he carried out, among other projects, regional planning 
studies and reviews in Wellington, Auckland and Dunedin. 
 
In early 1982 David Sheppard founded Sheppard and Rout Architects Ltd. with fellow Architect Jonty Rout, based in 
Christchurch. Over the past 30 years the Practice has carried out a diverse range of projects including residential, 
educational, health, sports, commercial, industrial and tourism, and it has received numerous local and national 
design awards. 
 
David Sheppard is a convenor of the Christchurch City Council Urban Design Panel and has served on several 
design award juries, including being chairman of the NZIA National Award Jury a few years ago. Most recently he 
has been a member of the Blueprint 100 Consortium, engaged by CERA to prepare the recovery plan for Central 
Christchurch. He is currently National President of the NZIA. 
 
Chris Barton is a regular critic/supporting thesis advisor. He is a journalist with 25 years of experience in 
newspapers and magazines. He also trained at the Auckland School of Architecture gaining a Bachelor of 
Architecture in 1977 and a Master of Architecture in 1985. A press fellowship in 2010 to Wolfson College, 
Cambridge enabled him to research the relationship between architecture and mainstream media – in particular 
architectural writing and its history. He remains interested in how architects communicate what they do and how 
architectural issues surface in the media. 
 
Camia Young teaches design courses at the University of Auckland’s School of Architecture and Planning. The 
course she teaches, ‘Future Christchurch,’ aims to generate creative, practical solutions and deliver ideas to inspire 
quality design for the future of Christchurch. In addition to teaching, she is the liaison between The University of 
Auckland School of Architecture and Planning and Christchurch. In this capacity she assists with the set up of 
Studio Christchurch, a collaborative Christchurch based research and design unit focused on praxis oriented 
outcomes with the intention to produce meaningful investigations and design propositions to contribute to the 
development of the city.  
 
Outside of teaching Camia is actively involved in the creative scene in Christchurch. She is one of the founding 
trustees on the board for the Festival of Transitional Architecture (FESTA).  Her primary role in FESTA in 2012 was 
two fold, first as an advisor to Jessica Halliday, the Director; and as a coordinator between The University of 
Auckland School of Architecture and Planning and FESTA for the Luxcity event.  As well Camia was the lead 
designer for Gap Filler’s Summer Pallet Pavilion, a temporary events pavilion made out of 3000 pallets. There are 
three main aims: to offer a space for events because so many event venues were lost in the earthquakes; to attract 
people back to the currently vacant city centre; and to inspire creative thinking through architecture. 
 
Camia has nine years of architectural experience: five years with Herzog & de Meuron in Basel, Switzerland, two 
years with the Office for Metropolitan Architecture (OMA) in Rotterdam, the Netherlands and two years with Studio B 
Architects, an architecture firm in her home town, Aspen, Colorado, USA. Beyond her work experience, she has 
three degrees in Architecture: a master’s degree from the Architecture Association in London, a master’s degree 
from the Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc) in Los Angeles, California and an undergraduate 
degree from the University of Colorado in Boulder. 
 


